[Effects of diethylcarbamazine and ivermectin on the mobilization of microfilariae of Onchocerca volvulus].
Microfilaria of Onchocerca volvulus are localized in superficial dermis. However, they are sometimes noticed in the blood and urines, when there is an important infestation. Diethylcarbamazine (DEC) bring on an increase of microfilaria, successively in the blood and after, in the urines. This study of 30 patients, treated in double blind by placebo, DEC and ivermectin, a new molecule with spectacular action on this filariasis, allowed to compare effect of each one on apparition of microfilariae in the blood and urines. Ivermectin bring on very important increase of microfilaremia without microfilaruria, unlike diethylcarbamazine. This establishment bring to discuss very different physiologic mechanisms between them. It should have an incidence on diagnosis and treatment of this dangerous parasite.